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““President Reagan will nominate lreCtOI‘

Lt?,Gen. William E. Odom, Army
intelligence chief and a former as-
sistant Army attache in Moscow, to
become director of the National
Seturity Agency, the Pentagon an-
notinced yesterday. \
Xf confirmed by the Senate, Odom
would succeed Air Force Lt. Gen.
Ligcoln D. Faurer, who resigned
April 1 after a sharp dispute with
Defense Secretary Caspar W. Wein-
berger over cuts the administration
mgde in NSA’s fiscal 1986 budget,

according to officials in the Penta-
gon and the intelligence communi-
ty. :

Odom, 52, who taught govern-
ment at West Point and is consid-
ered a hard-liner on the Soviet
Union, would be the first Army gen-
eral since 1969 to head the sprawi-

ing intelligence complex headquar-

tered at Fort Meade, Md.

‘The NSA, the most technolog- .

jcally oriented and secret of the
government’s intelligence agencies,

- eavesdrops round the world from
* planes, ships and satellites to warn
the U.S. government about devel-

opments.

Longtime acquaintances said’
Odom has considerable expertise in
intelligence techniques but not in
managing anything as big and com-
plex as NSA. The agency’s secret
budget is believed to be at least $10
billion a year with a payroll of about
65,000. : '

Qdom’s nomination comes after
an extended behind-the-scenes fight

" that sources said involved not only

. Weinberger and Faurer but Deputy

Defense Secretary William Howard

Detense oecretary wiliam tlowart
. Taft IV and CIA Director William [

¢ Casey. g

!

The NSA director feports to the

U

secretary of defense but also is
deeply involved with the director of
the Central Intelligence Agency in
deciding _how_ to use electronic
eavesdropping stations abroad_and

where to place spy satellites.
Faurer’s troubles with Weinber-

ger, sources said, actually stemmed .

from discussions Faurer had with
Taft in Jate 1984 and early this year
at the Defense Resources Board
when the Pentagon was deciding
how much money should go to NSA
in fiscal 1986. Faurer, according to
informed sources, protested a pro-

~ posed slash in funds earmarked for
a vast computer complex at Fort
Meade. '

Stymied by Taft at the Defense
Resources Board, sources said,
Faurer wrote to Weinberger, de-
tailing his objections to the deletion
of a prized part of the NSA’s bud-

_get. The letter got to the White

Weinberger’s being asked questions
about the item before he was ready
to answer them.

Complicating the budget dispute,
officials said, was whether Faurer, a
three-star general, should be al-
lowed to stay as NSA director until
he retires from the Air Force this
August or be replaced at the end of
his four-year term April 1. He was
appointed in_ April 1981 for three
years and was extended for a fourth
year, but not the additional four

tirement date. .
Faurer’s. budget dispute culmi-
nated in his submitting retirement

;' was under way for his replacement,

I according to Pentagon officials.

[ . B . .
“ Casey, sources said, was backing
Vice- Adm. Edward A. Burkhalter,

director of the Intelligence Commu-

_nity Staff, for the NSA job. Burk-
halter could not be reached for

e e ——————

comment.

_House, sources said, where it led to_

1

months to bring him up to his re-

_papers in March. A search already

i
1
i

Odom, who was graduated from -
the U.S. Military Academy in 1954, |

taught government from 1966 to
1969, served as an assistant Army
attache at the U.S. Embassy in
Moscow from 1972 to 1974 and
was on the National Security Coun-
cil under President Carter. Since
1981 he has been Army assistant
chief of staff for intelligence.
Acquaintances predicted yester-
day that Odom would stay out of the
limelight as head of the NSA in con-
trast to the high profile of such pre-

vious directors as Vice Adm. Bobb
Ray Inman, who frequently made

. speeches and developed a broad

|

spectrum of allies in- Congress.
Odom, a staff officer most of his
career, is not given to flamboyance
but has a professorial style, com-
plete with pipe. ’

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/13 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000807470044-1




